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FROM THE RECTOR In this Months Voice

Meditating on Christmas
Before you read any further, find a comfortable place to sit dpwn| Can you hear me now?

Maybe you can find a quiet place, away from the hustle of the seas¢n a Page 2
the chores that seem eternally undone. Once you find your quiet|plag
take a few deep breat hs. Bredqt |{ your
moment € then exhale al/l the ailr CommitteeReports nhout h
breath and feel the stress and tension melt away as your body gets jp bg Page 3
supply of oxygen. Now, you are ready to keep reading.

Imagine a young woman, sitting peacefully across the roomJ Sh
is beautiful, but not in a glamorous way. She is beautiful becauge s Parish Hall Roof Repair
knows who she is and what she is about. Her face is open and sincgre Page 4
vulnerable. You notice that shevery pregnant. In our current cultuje, 9
her pregnancy would be a scand]al mor «
But you are looking across the room two thousand years ago, when m{ Parish Announcements
and women didnot l ive too | on y t o
precious gift from God. She must be close to the birth of this baby, hg Page S

belly is so full and sitting low against her lap.

Her name is Mary. God has asked her to embrace an incrgdib
ministry and, t hank God, she sglai Gab
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." [The
ministry she will undertake is no less than being the mother of Gofl, th
bearer of Christ. Perhaps, only a girl so young could say yes to a njnisf
SO enormous.

Joseph has just walked into the room. He is calm and strorfg ar
always listening. He carries more years of wisdom than Mary] ca
imagine. When the angel explained to Joseph the ministry that lay phed
he dutifully took Mary as his wife, fully aware of the complications jand
consequences that lay ahead. Joseph stands close to Mary, waitjng and
listening. His hands rest on her shoulders, muscled and worn fron] yea u |
of carpentry. He loves her with a passion and knows that their mgrriag
must be strong for Godébés wild.l o] 3 ; e

You see, God has chosen to come into the world as a little fpaby o/ . bri n. g v u ad
God could have arrived in grander style. God could have appeardd ad| greatjoy that will be forjall
fearsome deity, larger than life and impossible to behold. But, God doel| the people. Today, p the
not want to rule over humanity with the power of fear. God warys tal| fown of David, a Savoifjhas
entice us with the captivating power of a newborn baby. Emmanuel, @ been bornl to
God with us, comes in a tiny human form, totally dependant on us fpr hi
survival and nurture. This is how God works in the world: never jwith
coercive power and always with persuasive love.

Continues of Page 2




Continued from the Front Page
As you set up your nativity scene this year, and you hold in your fandD € ¢ € m ber 0s C

the tiny figure of the infant Jesus, know that God comes to us thrqugh

ordinary human | ives called to bgguygpayi sters of Gqd

place the baby into the manger, imagine God gifting the world with the life¢0f 10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II

the Son because God loved the world so much. As Christmas approacheg anfecember 2nd Vestry Meeting

we remember the birth of this miraculous and ordinary child, know that J 'Susfollngser\nce- Lower Level

belongs to you as much as he belonged to his parents, Mary and Josep}. ISarlsh Hall.

care and nurture is always in our hands as we are called to be the Bgdy of

Christ in the world. Christmas invites us to fall in love with God all ojyeioNnDAY

again through the irresistible drnawpefadmoadkimist IJove

Society
Mother Dawson 1 December 24th

Christmas Eve Service
8:00pm- Festival Eucharist

TUESDAY
Can You Hear Me Now? T December25th
Christmas Day Service-

R ] 10:00am- Hon Eucharlst
St . Mar kés Church is a gor¢geous space t Wor
walls, the tile floors, the beautiful windows are a feast for the eye8=DNESDAY
However, all these hard surfaces cause our space to have a signfficamiecember 5th & 19th
amount of wecho. People in the| SBiblasudy700psi ness| sa
|l ive space. 0 They mean that A s cCaralydW.hosseences| ar
while before it disappears. As you sit further away from the person
speaking, it gets more difficult to hear him/her because the sqURt?RSDAY
becomes muddy.

Over the past years, John Reed has done a great job of col tﬁm&AY
together a system of amplification that has serveldetp the word be
hegardat ySt. szr k6s, and | pam gr %ATH!RDAY
donor has approached me and offered to make a significant contriblition
towards installing a new sound system using a professional company. |
formed a committee with John Reed, Ray Leonard, and Frank Owe{s 10

aA)

(@)
(7]

for hi s b f f

meet with sound engineers from several companies to evaluaty ouDecember Birthdays
space and give us proposals. It has been a tremendous educétional

experience to learn about the size and acoustics of our church. |t 2 Ulysses Cameron
instance, did you know that the peak of the ceiling is about 42 [feric. 6 Virna Tracey
above our heads? It is about the same distance from the lectern [ptie 6 William Dunning
last pew. The sound engineers took measurements of everything {pi&e 11 Dorothy Richards
church and then they will run the dimensions of our space thrquobc. 13 Elizabeth Rowley
computer simulations to figure out the best type and location for ppec. 14 Wilso Holden
speakers. Dec. 14 Audrey Regan
We will be receiving estimates for a basic system that Wilec. 15 Paula Rea
amplify the readers, the pulpit, and the celebrant. We will alsq bec. 17 Lillian Hall
receiving estimates for additional components that we might add tq . 21 Scottland Anderson
system at a later date. Our wish list includes a wireless hand@id. 30 Len Edwards
microphone for the prayers leaders and a digital recorder (so wolshée. 31 John Reed

could be recorded and put on the web page or taken to home Qound
parishioners on a CD). As soon as we have all the information, we"witt
present it to the vestry with our recommendations. If you are interested
in contributing towards the sound system, pl ease
on the notation line of your check.
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Diocesan Assessment
2008

Every year, each parish
the diocese contributes to
operating expenses of the diocq
The Diocese of Maryland
comprised of 117 parishes from
Allegheny Mountains to th

Outreach Committee
Written by Robin QuarleReed

IN

he The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a Cold Weather Articles and

se. Toiletries Drive for our special season of giving and

s goodwill. Theoutreach organization that will receive the items is Paul's

he Place. Please place your new articles for adults ahddren in the
designated boxes in our narthex. Gloves, mittens, hats, scarves, socks

Chesapeake Bay. The amount
contribute to the diocese is cal

our assessment and it is calculdted
according to a formula that considgrs

the last three years of our opera
expenses. For 2008, the diocese
asked St . Mar k g

contribute approximately $14,00q .

For the past f o
has faithfully paid their dioces:
assessment in full.

In the coming year, the 2008

expenses may exceed our growth
i ncome. Becaus
Hill has called a rector, the payr
expenses for salary and pension
significantly increased. We are a
facing some capital proper
expenses that cannot be deferred
longer. The vestry has voted
appeal our diocesan assessment
2008 in an effort to be financial
transparent in our relationship w
the diocese. We are still in t

process of formulating our 2008

budget and we look forward
sharing a finalized budget with y
in the January Voice Newsletter.
When we appeal o\
assessment, we ask the dioces
reduce the total amount that we
over the course of the year.

ay
T}ris
means that we are asking 116 other

parishes to help us out while we

come stronger in our mission and

ministry.  This is nothing to b
ashamed of. This is how a Christ
community supports each other.
the years to come we will be offeri
the same support to other parishe
the diocese that are in need. If
discover that our income in 20
exceeds our expectations throy
new membership or increas
existing pledges, then we intend

W€ etc. as wellas toothpaste, toothbrushes, sham@ow deodorant are

ed appreciated. The last day for collection will be Sunday, December
16. Our donations are greatly appreciated by Paul's Place and the
recipients of our efforts.

ng
hag -

s| on the  Bajsh Half Committee

ul years, Written by ffopip Quarlesteed

" There has been an increase this quarier parish hall

rentals! Thanks for recommending the parish hall for anniversaries,
i birthday parties, family dinners, garage band daretes,This year the

- Ccast is b, peg haur tg JentWepay $25 per hour to sponsors
bl (members whdnow the renterpr monitors (members who don't know
arethe renter). The church representativegilsen a key and must be in
so attendance during the evefte provide the tables and chairs, but the
y renter is responsible for setting up gmatting away the furniture (not
anythe church representativellso, the church representative opens the
10 hall no more than 45 minutes prior to the evefihey must lock up no
formore than 45 minutes after the eveifell your friends and family!lf

3;] you have any questions email Robirvainkletoeshu@msn.com
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use that extra income to pay theeFII

amount of our diocesan assessm
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Parish Hall Roof Slated For Repair

When | arrived in September, Barry and Howard broke
news. AThe parish haldl roof
ABut only half of it.o They
roof, to be exact, has been deteriorating over the years and now
slate must come down. The south side seems to be subject t
wind and rain and snow and heat.

Brother 0s Roof i n gdeckimgmfpling, yan
roofing the parish hall with Lamarite Slate Composite Shingles

th
M

w
The

1 W
na

by a company call Tamko. It looks like slate, but it is made ouf] of

synthetic polymer that withstands the elements and has a 5(
warranty. Synthetic sl ate co
Brotherds wil/ al so replace t
This work should be completed before Christmas and it will
around $41,000.

The Vestry has voted to begin the work using money fro
125" fund. We felt that it was most important to get the roof rep
before the snow begins to fall this winter. We are looking
applying for a loan from the Middendorf Fund through the Dioce
Maryland to cover the cost of the roof. This loan will be paid ba
4% interest. Taking a loan from the diocese will allow us keey
investments intact and earning a higher percentage of return.

In order to pay for the roof we will need to engage the pari
a fundraising campaign to raise the $41,000. The vestry will di
this campaign at our Dec."®meeting, at 12:30 PM. If you
interested in being part of planning this fundraising campaign,
let the vestry or me know. Many people have come to me
excellent ideas about turning the old slate into a plaque to acknov
someoneb6s gift towards the ne
needed to complete the roof and divide up the cost so people
how much of the roof they are repairing with their contribution. T
are many ways to invite people to get involved.
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The Real Meaning {f

the Candy Cane

Submitted by Wilso Holden

| ac

dd.

Many years ago, a canfly

) nl maker wanted to make a carjdy

that would symbolize the trde

meaning of ChristmasJesus

The hard candy wds
shaped like al to represent that
Jesus was the rock of all agps.

The candy was of white to st
for the fApurit
red represents the blood that
sus shed to save us from our si

So next time you see
candy cane, take a minute to
member the real meaning
Christmas.

Author Unknown
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Author Unknown

Christmas in the Air

Listen to the sleigtbells ring.
Their tinkling sounds delight;

The Christmas square, tonight.

Sing of joy and peace on earth,
Good will to all mankind.
Voices echo through the hills
Of precious love divine.

lec Both young and old gathered 'round

d

And, as the stars, in heaven above,

Cast down their brilliant glow,
Angels sang, along with man,
While gazing down below.

Christmas time is in the air
And with it comes the hope;
A Savior born in Bethlehem,
So many years ago.

Let peace, now, reign in your heart

And joyful praise proclaim.

What wondrous gift the Father gave,

Emmanuel His Name!
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