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FROM THE RECTOR In this Months Voice

Lent: A Time and Space To Be With God
The vestry spent a day in January on retreat with one another i
envision the possibilities that God is calling us to bring to lif¢ & StewardShlp Update

St. Markods on the Hill. The Rd Page 2| i
Maryland, facilitated our retreat and led us to consider the future pf

Mar kds | ike a story waiting to]hb ; A

novel, what is our ambition? What motivation is so compelling that gthe I'n quireraos Ct &
would want to read our story or even become a part of it? Wa Page 3

wonderful possibilities were shared by our inspired vestry. One am
that touched my heart as we approach the season of Lent was a : :
spend more time in prayer and meditation as individuals and |ag Book Re\_”_ew ijThe
community. It was described in different ways: some people remenjbe| Year of Living Blbllcally
Thursday night meditative worship with a variety of contempldtiv page 4
practices, others longed for a sacred silence before worship begirs
longer pause after communion to reflect and pray. | heard a hunger
intentional time and space kept open and holy so that we might gajhe BiShOp Nominees
the presence of our God. Page 5
The Christian season of Lent begins this month on Februa
with Ash Wednesday. It is a time of holy fasting and preparation fqr tk
great mystery of Easter. Some people give up an indulgenceandfs{S e ni o r War den
the season, others take something on as a new faith practice. As|]d Page 6
home from our retreat day it occurred to me that we can embrage
season of Lent by spending more time in prayer and meditation.
1. | propose that we intentionally keep silence in the church for tle § Announcements
minutes before worship begins. The ushers will greet everyone t
arrive and remind them that the nave is a place for quiet preparatign
prayer. The worship that we are planning for Lent will give us morejtin
to pause and reflect.
2. At the close of our Inquirergs _Class on Sunday evV
Compline (Book of Common Prayer, p. 127) and have time to be stijl a
know that God is with us.

We are following in the footsteps of Jesus with this Lefte Eaith i beli
practice. After his baptism, J aith 1s to elevewgﬁre

wil derness for 40 days to fast]a youdonotsee;thQS pr
ministry, Jesus was always taking time and space away from the cfow

away from his disciples, to be in the presence of his Father in heayen reward of this faith
hope these intentional moments will help us fast from our busynegs ¢f| to see what you belikve.
take on a faith practice of becoming quiet so that we might be still r th
presence of God. | am looking forward to sharing a Holy Lent with &l ¢
you.
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Stewardship Update

Februaryaos

The Stewardship committee and th
who made a commitment by tithing for 2008 to St MarksherHill. We are
blessed as a community to have 58 of our families making a commitment
Parish.

The Stewardship committee wants to personally recognize and thank the
who have made a commitment to this Parish:

Kennedy Agu Stanley & Vonita Mayer
Kenneth & Orinthia Allison Pat & Earl Mittleman
Maria Andino Alice Morton

LaFrance Muldrow
Bob & Josie Nead
Cynthia Nelson Dennis
Steve & Sue Ann Ness

Francine Boothe
Carla Burrows
Ulysses Chatman

Pat & Adrianne Cusick

Arlene Davis Wilson Nhliziyo
Mary Davis Long Joseph & Adaora Odunze
Giselle Davidson Lynn O'Neil

Frank & Susan Owens

Howard Quinn

Jim & Paula Rea

Helen Rea

John Reed & Robin Quarldzeed
Joe & Audrey Regan

Harold Reid

Adrien & Sean Dawson
Helen Fisher

Madeline Forrest
Geraldine Gemayel
Barry Gentry
Stephanie Haynes
Richard Holden

Wilso Holden Barry Richmond
Cynthia Jerome Elizabeth Rowley
Larry Johnson Jean Samms Lewis
Linnet Kelman Dennis Shipley
Raymond & Mae Leonard Joyce Simpson
Nancy Lerner Fern Stalling

Brian & Tina Lyght Isa Thomas
Elizabeth Maiocco Guy & Verna Tracey

Reggie Martin
Margarita Martin
Reginald Martin Sr.
Bususiwe Masuku

George & Janet Welsh
Carolyn Workman
Rebecca Workman

Joe & Nicole Zollickoffer

Stewardship is a year round commitment so you are never too
pledge. If you have not returned your pledge form, please do so as
possible. If you have misplaced it or did not get a form, there are
located in the Narthex of the church or ask any of the Stewardship m
for one.

May the Blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ remain with you always this ¢
year.

elsyDaY ry of St. M

10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
dhisFebruary 3rd- Vestry Meeting
following service- Lower Level
_ Parish Hall
nliescebruary 3rd & 17th- Sunday
School in the Parish Hall 10 am

tq

a

MONDAY
7 pm: Baltimore Folk Music
Society

TUESDAY

February 5th- Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Suppef 6:30 pm in the
Parish Hall

WEDNESDAY
February 6th- Ash Wednesday
Services at 12 noon and 7 pm.

THURSDAY

February 14th- St .
Day

Val ¢

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

b r k 6

nti

February Birthdays

Feb. 2 Naomi Edwards

Feb. 12 Joseph Odunze
z %%'320 Madeline Forrest
D .
a0 25 Peggy Dunning
bming
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|l nquirer 6s Cl ass
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, come and grow your faith
Sunday Evenings in Lent
February 10t March 16th
6:000 8:00 PM

In -quir -er: noun, someone who learns by asking questions
Asking questions is one of the best ways to learn about our faith. Every question we ask has the potential to
deepen our faith if we seek Godds response in our

Maybe you are new to the church and you want to K
confirmed in the Episcopal Church. Maybe you have been sitting in the pews for years, but still have
guestions you want to explore about Christianity and the Episcopal Church. Whatever inspires your
guestions, come and ask them!

We will meet in the rectory at 6:00 PM for a light meal of soup, bread, and salad. There will be a free-will
offering for the meal. We will complete each evening at 8:00 PM with Compline Prayers.

February 10 Opening the Old Testament

It is difficult to know where to begin with the H
relationship with humanity. And they are full of the ways that people have turned away from God and
returned to receive Godo6s forgiveness. How do we
many centuries?

February 17 Navigating the New Testament

The Christian scriptures tell the story of Jesusa@g

have to do with our life 2,000 years later? Are we the next chapter in the Acts of the Apostles? How are we
transformed by believing in the resurrection?

February 24 Introduction to The Book of Common Prayer

On Sunday mornings we use roughly the same dozen pages in that little red book, but there is a wealth of
resources on the other 800 pages. Have you ever wondered who wrote the prayers? Why do we use

ocommon prayerd6é6 when we worship? Learn how to us§g
life.
March 2 Praying Shapes Believing: Episcopal Theology

What do Episcopalians believe? We are not a doctrinal church. We are not a confessional church. We are a
praying church and our theology is found in our prayers and worship. We will use the prayers and
promises for Baptism and Communion to explore and articulate the core beliefs of our faith.

March 9 Episcopal Organization

Who is in charge in the church? What does the Bishop do? What are the roles of priests and deacons? How
do lay people lead the church? What happens at conventions? How do decisions get made? The Episcopal
church i s a community that is neither democratic
It allows for the movement of the Holy Spirit and requires us to live with ambiguity.

March 16 Prayer Takes Practice

Prayer is a skill, and just like any other skill, it takes practice. We often think that just because we are a
Christian we ought to automatically know how to pray. This is not true. There are many different ways to
pray, and each of us will discover a particular favorite that suits us at a certain time in our lives. We will
learn about and practice a variety of prayer methods.
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And the Next Bishop of

For the past year the Bishop Search Committee has

seeking at least four qualified candidates to become the slate for tQen €

next Bishop of Maryland. | have had the privilege of serving of
search committee and the process has truly been a Spirit led exp
of discernment. Let me explain a little bit about the process to
The search committee will present a slate of candidates to the St
Committee of the diocese on Janualy 7hen the candidates will
publicized to the rest of the diocese on Janudfy 8Additional
candidates might be added to the slate through a petition process
In an effort to allow people throughout the diocese to mesq

nominees for bishop, four sites have been selected forandgreet

sessions commonly known agalkabouts The anticipated format
small group questicandanswer sessions. The amount of time
each nominee is estimated at 20 minutes, but could change dep
on the final number of nominees. Check your calendar and perha
can all go together to the closest location, Trinity Church in Towsg

March 4
March 5
March 7
March 8

6:309 p.m., All Saints' Parish, Frederick

6:30-9 p.m., Emmanuel Church, Cumberland

6:309 p.m., St. James' Parish, Lothian

10:30 a.m:1 p.m.and3-5:30 p.m., Trinity Church,
Towson

On March 28, Audrey Regan, Bob Nead, and | will attend
El ecting Convention at St. Ja
will cast our votes for bishop. At the end of the day we will know
will be the next Bishop of Maryland. After the bishop is elected s
he will be consecrated on Juné"28

Prayer for the Bishop Search Process
Almighty God, whose gentle hands shaped the shores d
Chesapeake and molded the hills of the Alleghenies: Guide and
your people as we seek a chief pastor for the Diocese of Mary
Give us clear eyes and wise minds to see beyond our desires so
might choose a bishop who loves and serves you. Support thos
hear your call to discernment and surround their families with
care. Lead us by your grace to a greater understanding of your m
and ministry so that together we might grow more and more into ¢
-likeness; through Him who died and rose for us and who lived
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.

A list of nominees for the 14th Bishop of Maryland can
found on Page 5.

fheopportunity

Ma rBook Reviegw Wi |
bedhe Year of Living Biblically:
Manos Humb I
th&ollow the Bible as Literally as

e

brieRoessible

ome. For an entire year, A. J.
andiagobs, a thirty something man
pe living in New York City with his
wife and two year old boy
attempts to live according to the
t thiaws of the bible. He is motivated
by two things: first, he wants to
s show how ridiculous and impossi-
vithble it is to literally follow the
endife. Second, as a new father he
ps izebeginning to hunger for some
n? kind of faith in his life to share
with his son.  The resulting
journey is touching, comical, and
profound.

Jacobs is Jewish, but was
never raised to practice the faith
of his ancestors. His experience
of living biblically gives him an

to At

m e glistinctly pesimedarn way, dke a y

lvha@n alterego. He also spends part

e @f his year focusing on the
Christian scriptures. He assem-
bles a team of faith experts from
Rabbis to Priests and uses them as

f teesounding board for his ques-

dirdg@ns. His writing is shockingly

landlonest, compelling, and hilarious.

that we About half way through

e \ihe Yyear, Jacobs realizes the

oupoignant truth that no one can

ssi@xperience faith in isolation. And

Chriget, as a secular person he is

argispicious of belonging to any
group. At the end of the year,

Jacobs is transformed by his
be intimate relationship with the
bible. It is a testimony to the

power of the Word and they way
the Spirit can touch us through our

Holy Text.
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Standing Committee Announces Nominees for
the 14th Bishop of Maryland

The Very Rev. Peter Eaton

Theological College.

The Rev. Jane Soyster Gould

congregation that offers weekly worship in English and Kiswahili, responds fto

generation.

The Rev. Dr. John C. N. Hall

The Rev. Dr. John C. N. Hall is a native of New York, the youngest of five

Matthew's, a diverse parish in suburban Phoenix, Arizona, after serving othper
congregations in Arizona, Kansas, and Florida.

The Rev. Canon Eugene Taylor Sutton
The Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, is Canon Pastor of Washington National
Cathedral, and Director of the Center for Prayer and Pilgrimage. A frequent

he directs the cathedral s nationagl
munity through pilgrimages, gatherings and courses.

Visit the website to learn more at http://www.amgl.org/bishopsearch.php.
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Dean of St. John's Cathedral, Denver, CO. Dean Eaton was born in Washington,
DC, and raised in the United States, the West Indies, and the United Kingdpm. He
is a graduate of the Universities of London and Cambridge, and Westcott House

community needs, and gathers people across lines of color, class, culture, 4nd

leader of retreats and conferences on prayer, preaching, spirituality and migsion,

As Rector of St. Stephendés, Lynn, MA

children, and a cradle Episcopalian. Since 1998, he has served as Rector gf Saint



BE THANKFUL
Submitted by Isa Thomas

Be thankful that you don't already
have everything you desire. If you
did, what would there be to look
forward to?

Be thankful when you don't know
something, for it gives you the
opportunity to learn.

Be thankful for the difficult times.
During those times you grow.

Be thankful for your limitations,
because they give you opportuni-
ties for improvement.

Be thankful for each new
challenge, because it will build
your strength and character.

Be thankful for your mistakes.
They will teach you valuable
lessons.

Be thankful when you're
tired and weary, because it means
you've made a difference.

From the Desk of the Senior Warden:

Dear St . Mar k 6s,

During the summer months, | wrote a couple of letters
regarding the projected financial state of St. Marks for 2008. We
projecting a major deficit, and we were very worried about the def
between spending and income. | am very happy to report that we
increased the number of pledges by 24%, which has increased oy
income. We also have been able to reduce our spending.

One of the ways we have sought to balance the budget wa
through appealing our Diocesan Commitment. This was not an e

considered other options. However, ultimately, there was no otheg
to come close to a balanced budget. On Wednesday, January 16
Mother Dawson, Howard Quinn, Joe Regan and | met with the

5
ASY
decision for the Vestry. We discussed the situation and thoughtfy
r way

vere

cit
have
r

Di ocesan Appeal 6s Committee. Th
or bl ame session or demoralizfng
suggestions were ones we had already considered, but they did share a
potentially good contact for a new financial advisor.

At the time that | am submitting this article, | do not know the
outcome of the Appeal request. Regardless of the outcome, | am|proud
of St. Markodés for our ability|] to
bers. And, | believe that we will grow stronger throughout the yeafr.
Sincerely,

Audrey

It's easy to be thankful for the
good things. A life of rich fulfill-
ment comes to those who are also,
thankful for the setbacks.

Gratitude can turn a negative into
a positive. Find a way to be thank-
ful for your troubles, and they can
become your blessings.
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Finance Committee Report
2007

Olncome
$171,697.23

OExpenses

$24,540.04

DECEMBER JANUARY - DECEMBER




