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FROM THE RECTOR

Epiphany: You Are the Light of the World

While | was in seminary and living in New York City, |
spent two years as an intern at Church of the Epiphany on the Upper
East Side. It was a smallish church nestled in a forest of apartment
buildings. People walked by the church for years and never noticed
that it was a church. During my first summer as an intern |
suggested that we offer a week of vacation bible school. | thought
that maybe we could welcome in the families in the neighborhood
who did not attend Sunday worship. So, | plastered the side of the
church building with large signs about vacation bible school and
hung brightly colored registration forms on a clothesline along the
sidewalk. As the week arrived, we had about 20 kids registered
to learn about Jesus. Only two of them were members of Epiphany,
the other 18 had never been to the church before.

We taught the children many songs to accompany us each
day as we gathered for prayers in the church. One of the songs we
taught them was from a t e xl6).
The chorus was: You are the light of the world, you are the ligh
world. 't was a great beca
could remember every word and sing along.

There was one little girl at vacation bible school that week
who was smart and precocious in every way. Her name was Ellery
(she spelled it for us every time). Ellery learned every song
immediately and sang them very loud to help the other children sing
along. On the second day, | noticed something interesting when
we began to sing that morning. Our star pupil, was singing rather
loudly, I am the light of the world, | am the light of the world, let
' i ght so shine among me ithe addlts
leading the program looked around at one another, smiled and
smirked. Ellery had decided that the song was all about her. Of
course, shewas the light of the world. Could it be any other way?

All week long, Ellery sang about being the light of the world
and all week long we chuckled over this self-absorbed five-year old.
Years | ater, Ell eryds self p
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That at the name of Jesu
every knee should bow, o
things in heaven, and thin
in earth, and things under
the earth; And that every
tongue should confess th
Jesus Christ is Lord, to th
glory of God the Father.
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Continued from Front Page

profound reason i Ellery was right, she is the light of the world i and
so is every other Christian who lets their faith shine for all to see.
Ellery had no humble hang ups about recognizing her own light. The
rest of us might do well to follow her example and not hide our light
under a bushel but let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

We are in the season of Epiphany, a Greek word which literally
means in full view, or manifest, evidentWhen we allow the light of our
faith to be in full view, then others can experience the good news of
Jesus Christ through us. This season calls us to let our light so shine,
that they may see our good works, and glorify our father in hea
Now you know the rest of the words to the song, so sing along with
Ellery, | am the light of the world!

Mother Dawson

Inquirers Class: Sunday Evenings during Lent

Have you ever wondered about the traditions of the Episcopal
Church? Why do we do what we do when we do it? What about
church language? Whatis Lentii f it 6s not t he
dryer? Have you ever wanted [t
know where to begin? How do you crack open the bible that someone
gave you |l ong ago? Do you
faith, but you still have more questions to ask? Come to the inquirers
class and every question you have will help us deepen our faith and our
relationships with one another.

On Sunday evenings during Lent from February 1071
March 16 at 6 PM we will gather for a simple meal and &
conversational study of our faith At the end of the class, some of
you may choose to be confirmed in the Episcopal Church if you have
not already received this rite. We will all go together to the diocesan
cathedral for confirmation during Eastertide (the seven weeks after
Easter) and the bishop will lay hands on the confirmands as we all
affirm our promise to live the faith given to us at our baptisms. If you

have any questions, dondot hegli
the opportunity to learn and share together.
Mother Dawson - office phone: 410 486-3016, email:

revdawson@comcast.net
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SUNDAY
1 10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite Il
{1 January 6th & 20th-
Sunday School 10:00am in
the Parish Hall
January 6th- Vestry Meeting
following service- Lower Level
Parish Hall.
en
MONDAY
1 7 pm: Baltimore Folk Music
Society
January 21st- Vestry Retreat
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WEDNESDAY
1 January 2nd & 16th
Bible Study 7:00 pm
Carolyn W. house.
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Jan. 3 Korrie Foster

Jan. 13 Howard Quinn

Jan. 17 Stephanie Haynes

Jan. 19 Eleanor Shriver
[Jndg e 1 KorrenBugkspn g

Jan. 23 Grace Edwards

Jan. 24 Bridgette Anderson

Jan. 27 Ruth Cameron

Jan. 29 Chison Odunze

Jan. 31 Frank Owens

January Birthdays
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Events Committee

Wiritten by Joe Zollickoffer

Eaducation Committee
Written by Carolyn Workman

Thanks to everyone who
helped in so many ways with our
events in 2007. We had another
great year. We held five events
and an ornament fundraiser this
year all of which culminated in a
profit of $3,313 for our parish.
This figure does not include the
$447.50 we donated to the
Maryland Food Bank.

On January 13th, the
Events Committee will meet to
begin discussion on events for
2008. Any suggestions you may
have are appreciated. Please pass
them on to any member of the
events committee.

Finally, I want to thank the
members of the Events Committee
for all their leadership this past
year: Bob Nead, Howard Quinn,
Virna Tracey, Guy Tracey, Wilso
Holden, Madeline Forrest, Nicole
Zollickoffer and Nancy Lerner.
THANK YOU!
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In 2007 as health and vacation plans allowed, our Bible Study
Group met on Wednesday evenings twice monthly to read and discuss
lessons and psalms from several translations of the Bible to be read or
sung the following Sunday in church. We often commented on how
well the designers of the lectionary wove a particular lesson in all of
the readings. We awaited the Sunday sermon to hear our priest adapt
the scriptures to our daily lives.

Those who came to my home include Stephanie Haynes,
Audrey Regan, Carla Burrows, Becca Workman, Adrianne Cusick,
Carolyn Workman. Guests and others were welcomed from time to
time.

Hopefully The Rev. Adrien Dawson will work with us on ways
our group can better serve the overall education needs of the parish. We
are open to change and are thankful for the past four years of learning
together how Holy Scripture has influenced many faiths throughout the
ages and continues to speak to us in the Twenty First Century.

Finance Committee Report
January - November 2007

O Income
$146,696.54

O Expenses

P

$130,071.43
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Deadline for the February
edition is January 20, 2008.

E-mail:
stmarksvoice@yahoo.com
or place your articles
in the Voice mail slot
in the Narthex .

Editor
Joe Zollickoffer

Folders
Guy and Virna Tracey

Writers, Cartoonists
Commentators and

Critics!

We invite you to submit
materials to be published in the
Voice. We are collecting sto-
ries, humor, book or movie re-
views, family news-anything
that will make our newsletter a
fuller expression of the diver-
sity of our parish community.
Letters to the editor, questions
about church history, architec-
ture, liturgy or theology, social
issues of peace and justice, out-
reach and mission, personal ex-
periences of faith-even re-
sponses to sermons-we would
welcome your participation.
Our relationship goes beyond
the confines of our membership
too, so there are many opportu-
nities to share ideas, advertise
events and stimulate dialogue.
Join us! Materials may be sub-
mitted via e-mail at stmarks-
voice@yahoo.com or place in
the voice mail slot in the Nar-
thex under the bell tower.

St . M a-thekHdls o n
1620 Reisterstown Road
Pikesville, MD 21208




