
FROM THE RECTOR 
Hail thee, festival day!   

Blest day that art hallowed forever,  

day whereon Christ arose, breaking the kingdom of death.  

Hymnal 1982, #175 

 

I must be honest with you, I really like Lent.  I like the   

crispness of the worship, with all the embellishments snipped off.  I 

like the more somber music.  I like the spiritual intention to get    

serious about our faith.  I like the idea that we are journeying with 

Jesus on a one way trip to Jerusalem.  I like the honesty of Lent.  

Lent is like getting back to the gym after slacking off for a few 

months. 

Lent culminates with Holy Week (March 16-March 22).  On 

Palm Sunday, Jesus makes his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  We 

will wave palm branches and shout ñHosanna!ò  And in only a few 

short moments we will be shouting, ñCrucify Him!ò  Palm Sunday 

always shows me the best and worst of what human beings can do. 

Maundy Thursday takes us to the upper room with Jesus and 

his closest friends.  We remember the intimacy of the last supper 

and the way that Jesus touched his disciples and taught them to 

serve others by washing their feet.  At the end of our intimate     

worship, we know what is about to happen next, and so we strip the 

altar.  We empty the church of every last embellishment so that we 

might feel the absence of comfort while Jesus faces a trial and     

crucifixion. 

Good Friday is the day that is so full of emotion that it could 

break.  All of our human weakness is exposed on Good Friday and 

all of Godôs sorrow for our sinfulness is present.  The Son of God 

came and offered us life, and we choose death.  The only thing that 

saves Good Friday from despair is our knowledge that God does not 

abandon us.  Even though we choose death, God is waiting to bring 

us back to life again. 

Easter is the biggest mystery and the biggest feast of our 

Christian tradition because God breaks the kingdom of death.  Death 

cannot separate us from the love of God.  Death cannot be used to 

push God away.  God is bigger than death.  When Jesus is            

resurrected, he returns to his disciples and to the world to once again  
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Marchôs Calendar 
 
SUNDAY 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist  Rite II 

March 2nd  - Vestry Meeting  

following service - Lower Level 

Parish Hall 

March 2nd & 16th - Sunday 

School in the Parish Hall 10 am 

March 16th - Palm Sunday 10am 

March 23rd - Easter Day 10 am 

 

MONDAY  

 

TUESDAY 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

THURSDAY 

March 20th - Maundy Thursday 

Service 7 pm 

 

FRIDAY  

March 21st - Good Friday      

Service 7 pm.  

 

SATURDAY 

March 15th - St. Patrickôs Day 

Dinner 6 pm - Parish Hall 

 

 

March Birthdays 
 

March 3 Sarah Ness 

March 14 Helen Fisher 

March 15 Cynthia Jerome 

March 21 Timothy Anderson 

March 24 Barry Gentry 

March 24 Geraldine Gemagel 

March 26 Esther Warren 

March 29 Malcolm Louis 

March 31  Mary Sheain 

March 31 Margot Shriver 

offer us life and reconciliation.  He appears before us saying, ñPeace be 

with you.ò  The resurrection reverses all of our human expectations 

about the end that is awaiting us and we celebrate with a great 

ñAlleluia!ò 

If I really like Lent, then I must love Easter.  I love the lushness 

of the church after our long journey in the wilderness.  Against all 

odds, we come to an oasis of hope on Easter morning and we bring in 

the flowers.  I love the fancy clothes.  I love the celebration, the smiles, 

the music full of vigor and life.  Easter is a big party that God invites 

us to attend after our long journey through Lent.  Come and celebrate! 
 

     Mother Dawson 

  

Welcome Kathleen Bird: Interim Organist 
 

For the next three or four months Kathleen Bird will graciously 

serve as our interim organist while we continue our search of a         

permanent Organist/Choir Director.  She is a talented and experienced 

musician who has played organs at churches in the United States and 

abroad in Germany.  I know she will carefully minister us through our 

transition.  She is also a soprano! 

Please, welcome her when she begins on March 2nd and make 

her feel at home. 

$10,695.05 

$12,746.31 

Finance Committee Report
January 2008

Income

Expenses
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Baltimore Interfaith Hospitality Network (BIHN) 
 

The Baltimore Interfaith Hospitality Network is a network of congrega-

tions that have partnered with one another in order to serve            

Baltimoreôs homeless families by providing them with the basic human 

needs; shelter, safety, and sustenance with a spirit of warmth and    

hospitality. It is our mission to diminish the hurt of homelessness and 

provide the support necessary for the family units to become self      

sufficient with permanent housing and employment. 

 The vestry of St. Markôs is discerning whether we are called to 

offer space in St. Markôs rectory to be the day center for the families 

and staff of BIHN.  Every day, there are thousands of homeless people 

in the Baltimore area; a growing number of them are families with  

children.  BIHN is a small but effective effort to reach out to 5       

families, or 14 people (whichever comes first) and offer them the   

comfort and support of a stable system of care while they get back into 

sustainable housing.  BIHN provides 24 hour accommodations which 

include, overnight accommodations in the congregations, meals,  

showers, laundry facilities, support, and case management.  They have 

been doing this ministry for the past two years.  Hereôs how it works. 

 Families who will do well in this setting are referred to BIHN 

by the department of social services.  The families are sheltered     

overnight at host congregations who take on a week at a time.  At 5 PM 

the families go to the host site, they eat dinner with the volunteers, the 

kids play with the volunteers (and their kids), homework is finished 

and the families go to bed.  At 6 AM they are up and brought to the day 

center location for showers, breakfast, and getting ready for the day.  

Kids go to school, adults go to work, and people can meet with the case 

manager.  The day center becomes home base for these families who 

have no home.  At 5 PM they leave the day center and return to the 

overnight hosting congregation. 

 The rectory has all the necessities that the day center requires: 

Showers, laundry facilities, a kitchen.  There are many questions to be 

answered and specifics to ironed out.  BIHN would pay rent and     

utilities.  St. Markôs would have the opportunity to minister to the 

families who will become our guests.  We are very excited by the    

possibilities that this partnership offers.  If you want to know more 

about BIHN, check out their web site, www.baltimoreihn.org . 

After the Walkabouts: A 

Community Conversation 

March 15th 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM,  

St. Bartholomew's, Baltimore 

 

Looking forward to an Episcopal 

Election, many people have     

expressed a desire for a way to 

gather for conversation and     

discernment. To that end, we    

invite all (lay and ordained) to 

gather for a community conversa-

tion about the candidates for 

bishop after the Walk-Abouts. 

We will share impressions and 

perceptions gained from the Walk

-Abouts and other sources. 

This pattern, which was used for 

the last Diocesan Bishop election, 

was deemed helpful so we offer a 

chance to do so once more. 

Again, any and all are invited to 

attend! If you have any questions, 

please contact the Rev. Flo    

Ledyard at 410-945-7263. 

http://www.baltimoreihn.org/
http://stbartholomew.ang-md.org/
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The Consecration of the 14th Bishop of Maryland 

Consecration Site Announced 
The Standing Committee, upon the 

consensus recommendation of the 

Transition Committee, has announced 

that the Consecration of the 14th 

Bishop of Maryland will take place at 

Reid Temple, an AME church located 

in Glenn Dale on June 28. Presiding 

Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori will 

be the principal consecrator. 

Detailed arrangements and design of 

the liturgy will be made by the Transition Committee working with the bishop

-elect, the presiding bishopôs office, the Diocesan Liturgy and Music        

Commission, with assistance from the staff of Reid Temple. 

The Standing Committee charged the Transition Committee with locating a 

site for the consecration that would hold 2500-3000 people. Approximately 35 

potential sites were contacted over a 10 month period. Many sites were not 

available on the date set for the consecration. Others were found to have     

insufficient seating, lack of air-conditioning, or were not suitable for various 

other reasons. 

After searching high and low, thinking outside the box, the committee        

discovered Reid Temple. Although located approximately 20 minutes from          

Annapolis just inside Prince Georgeôs County, it is easily accessible from 

most points in the Diocese of Maryland. Reid Temple has abundant parking, 

excellent acoustics, great sight lines, is fully handicapped accessible, provides 

for good flow for communion and has plenty of space for the reception. 

According to the AME official website, the African Methodist Episcopal 

Church had its origin in the Free African Society (FAS) established by       

Absalom Jones and Richard Allen in 1787. When St. Georgeôs Methodist 

Episcopal Church made members of the FAS unwelcome, many led by       

Absalom Jones affiliated with the Protestant Episcopal Church. Others led by 

Richard Allen chose to remain Methodist and established Bethel AME church. 

The AME church remains doctrinally Methodist while developing distinctive 

theology and worship practice. 

Reid Temple began as Dent Chapel in Bladensburg in 1900. Many years and 

much struggle ensued until October 1964 when Reid Temple AME Church 

opened for worship. When Reid Temple outgrew its location on Michigan 

Ave., it relocated to Lanham. After further growth, Reid Temple built its new 

facilities in Glenn Dale. These facilities include state of the art audio visual 

recording equipment, trained support staff, seating for more than 3000 people 

and parking for approximately 900 cars. 

Reid Temple is located at 11400 Glenn Dale Boulevard, Glenn Dale. For   

information call 301-352-0320 or visit www.reidtemple.org.   

Shark! 
There is this atheist swimming 

in the ocean. All of the sudden 

he sees this shark in the water, 

so he starts swimming towards 

his boat.  

As he looks back he sees the 

shark turn and head towards 

him. His boat is a ways off and 

he starts swimming like crazy. 

He's scared to death, and as he 

turns to see the jaws of the great 

white beast open revealing its 

teeth in a horrific splendor, the 

atheist screams, "Oh God! Save 

me!"  

In an instant time is frozen and 

a bright light shines down from 

above. The man is motionless in 

the water when he hears the 

voice of God say, "You are an 

atheist. Why do you call upon 

me when you do not believe in 

me?"  

Aghast with confusion and 

knowing he can't lie the man   

replies, "Well, that's true I don't 

believe in you, but how about 

the shark? Can you make the 

shark believe in you?"  

The Lord replies, "As you 

wish," and the light retracted 

back into the heavens and the 

man could feel the water begin 

to move once again.  

As the atheist looks back he can 

see the jaws of the shark start to 

close down on him, when all of 

sudden the shark stops and pulls 

back.  

Shocked, the man looks at the 

shark as the huge beast closes 

its eyes and bows its head and 

says, "Thank you Lord for this 

food for which I am about to 

receive..." 

http://www.ame-church.com/
http://www.reidtemple.org
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 Announcements 

Parish Hall for Rent 
 

We are most interested in 

renting out our Parish Hall. 

Anyone interested should 

contact Robin Quarles-Reed.  

St. Markõs-on-the-Hill  
St. Patrickõs Day Corn beef 
and Cabbage Dinner 
 

Saturday, March 15, 2008 
Wine and Cheese at 6:00pm 

Dinner served at 6:30pm 
 

Cost: $10.00 per person 
 Children ages 5 - 12 $5.00 

 

Where: St. Markõs Parish Hall - Lower Level  
Wine and Cheese served on the Upper Level 

 

Sign up today in the Narthex or call the Parish Office.  

Kids  Craft  Corner  

Holy Week & Easter Schedule 
 

March 16th - Palm Sunday 10 am  
Liturgy of Palms in Parish Hall followed by  

Liturgy of the Passion in the Church.   
 

March 20th  - Maundy Thursday 7 pm  
Holy Eucharist with Liturgy for Foot Washing. 

 
March 21st - Good Friday 7 pm 

 
March 23rd - Easter Day 10 am  

Festival Eucharist  

Annual Parish Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 27, 2008 

 following the  

10:00 am Service. 


