
FROM THE RECTOR 
 

The Christian Church celebrates its birthday this month on Pentecost   

Sunday, May 11th.  Pentecost is a festival 50 days after Easter or for the 

Jews it was 50 days after Passover.  Everyone was gathered in Jerusalem 

to celebrate and they came from all around the Mediterranean.  People 

from different regions spoke different languages and so they tended to stay 

with the friends and family who spoke their native tongue.  But then, 

something amazing happened.  A group of followers of Jesus were      

gathered together in one house and the Holy Spirit came rushing through 

the place like a loud wind.  People saw the fire of the Holy Spirit resting 

on each person and out of their mouths they began to proclaim the gospel 

in other languages. 

People from all over the (known) world who were gathered in Jerusalem 

heard their own language being spoken by these Galileans and they were 

shocked and intrigued.  People of every nation heard the gospel because it 

was in their own language and no one had to translate.   This miracle of 

Pentecost is considered the birthday of the church because it is the        

moment when the Holy Spirit enabled the Apostles to live out Jesusô great 

commission ï ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.ò (Matthew 

28:19-20)  On the day of Pentecost the church began to form, and it wasnôt 

around a particular language or ethnicity or region or ancestry.  The 

church broke down all boundaries and invited anyone who heard the word 

of God to come and join the followers of Jesus.  And thus, the Christian 

Church was born to be an inclusive cacophony of voices speaking the one 

truth of Christôs Resurrection.   

This Pentecost experience reminds me very much of the community at   

St. Markôs.  We are a church where the Word of God can be spoken in 

many different languages and cultures.  We are a church where           

community life centered in Christ allows us to understand one another, 

even if we came from different places around the world.  On Sunday,   

May 11th, I hope that we may each hear the gospel in our own language 

during worship.  I will be inviting members of our community to read a 

verse of scripture (John 3:16) in another language.  We will have an     

experience of the first Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit breezed in and   

invited everyone to become One Body in Christ.   

 

     Mother Dawson 
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The Lord has promised 

good to me, his word my 

hope secures; he will 

my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures  

 

Hymn 671 Verse III  
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Mayôs Calendar 
 
¶ May 7th & 21st 

     Bible Study 7:00 pm -    

 Carolyn W. house. 

¶ May 4th  - Vestry Meeting      

following service - Rectory    

Conference Room 

¶ May 4th & 18th - Sunday School 

in the Parish Hall 10 am 

 

 

May Birthdays 
 

May 2  Josie Nead 

May 10 Korrellia Foster 

May 19 Nnaemeka Odunze 

May 20 Adaora Odunze 

Pastoral Care Ministry at St. Markôs 
 

Over the month of April, I have found myself spending more time 

meeting with young families and counseling couples seeking marriage.  

I began to feel guilty that I had been slacking in my pastoral care duties 

to the elderly and the homebound in our community.  And then it hit 

me, I have been doing pastoral care, just care for people at the other 

end of their life journey.  St. Markôs has a growing community of 

younger members who are searching for a way to connect with our 

church.  St. Markôs also has a community of older members who are 

searching for a way to stay connected with our church.  Both ends of 

the spectrum are important, and so I propose that we form a Pastoral 

Care Ministry. 

 

The pastoral care team will be charged to do three things: 

 

Pray for those in the parish who are suffering in Body, Mind, or 

Spirit. 

Assist the rector and the parish to communicate about pastoral 

needs in the church. 

Visit those who are home bound with communion once a month. 

 

In the future I hope that this ministry team will help us form a weekday 

healing service and develop a teaching component for our community 

about prayer, suffering, being part of a Christian community, and     

caring for one another. 

 

If you would like to be part of the pastoral care ministry, please let me 

know. We will have our first meeting in the month of May. 

     Mother Dawson 

 

Bishop John Rabb - June 8th 
 

Every year we receive an Episcopal visitation from one of the bishops 

or the canon to the bishops.  This year, Bishop Rabb had to postpone 

his visit from April to June because of some surgery that kept him in 

the hospital.  We are grateful for his continuing recovery and we look 

forward to hosting him in June.  He will celebrate and preach at      

worship, gather with us at coffee hour, and meet with the vestry. 

Playground at  

St. Markôs 
 

Hopefully, by the time you read 

this newsletter, the playground will 

be up in the rectory lawn.   We re-

ceived some gently used and 

weathered playground equipment 

from St. Jamesô Academy School 

in Monkton, Maryland.  A group of 

parishioners gathered on Saturday 

morning, April 26th and put up the 

playground so that our children can 

have a place to play during the 

warm summer months of gathering 

outside.  We give thanks for the 

generosity of St. Jamesô Academy 

and the hard work of our own pa-

rishioners to get the equipment 

moved and set up. 
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Raise the Roof at St. Markôs on the Hill 
 

The new roof is on the parish hall, not a drop of rain has dripped on our 

heads, and there is much rejoicing.  We received a $53,000 loan from 

the Middendorf Fund of the Diocese of Maryland to cover the cost of 

the roof and we have five years to pay back to loan.  We are inviting 

everyone to make a five year pledge Raise the Roof.  You will find in 

your Voice newsletter a pledge form for the Raise the Roof Campaign.  

Simply fill in the amount of money that you feel called to contribute 

over the next five years and how you intend to disburse that money to 

St. Markôs:  weekly, monthly, or annually. 

 

$53,000 may seem like a lot of money to raise, but St. Markôs has an 

strong stewardship base and we are growing.  At the moment, we have 

59 pledging households.  If each of those households pledged an extra 

$200/year to Raise the Roof, we would make our goal.  We will easily 

meet this goal because we all join together and Raise the Roof. 

MARCH JANUARY - MARCH

$15,398.45 

$41,676.33 

$21,464.14 

$49,116.33 

Finance Committee Report
MARCH 2008

Income

Expenses

Weôre Raising the Roof here at  

St. Markôs on the Hill !! 

 

 Spring and Summer projects this 

coming season from your Property 

Committee: 

 

-Refurbishing our exterior doors 

to the church and Parish Hall 

 

-Drywall, painting and retiling the 

Church downstairs Bathroom 

 

-Sanding and Painting the Rectory 

porch - see Jr. Warden Howard 

Quinn for ways you can help us 

out. 

. . . and please hold Saturday, May 

31 for our Spring Clean-Up!!!  
 

All are welcome and certainly  

appreciated! 

Property Report 
Howard Quinn, Junior Warden 

Coffee Hour  

Volunteers Needed! 
 
St. Markôs is in need of       

persons or groups to cover   

coffee hour following the      

10 am Sunday service. If you 

are will to serve in this          

capacity or considering and 

have questions, p lease         

contact Madeline Forrest, our 

Coffee Hour Chairperson. 



 

Deadline for the June  
edition of the Voice  

is May 18, 2008.  
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