
FROM THE RECTOR 
 

 ñHello, umé What should we call you?ò 

The question has arisen again and again in my first weeks at 

St. Markôs on the Hill.  I am touched that so many people have been 

concerned to know the proper etiquette for addressing female 

clergy.  I sympathize with your confusion because the Episcopal 

Church has not come to any great consensus about how to address 

female clergy.  Women have been ordained in the Episcopal Church 

since 1974, yet in over 30 years of equal ordination, women still do 

not have an equal title. 

I prefer the title ñMother Dawson.ò  There are a few reasons 

for this that I will explain.  But first, let me dig up a little history 

about clergy titles from David L. Holmesô article in The Christian 

Century, December 4, 1985. 

Protestant churches in America conferred "Fatherôô and 

"Mother" voluntarily [to leaders of the church] without   

controversy for 200 yearsé  The Shakers called their       

matriarchs óóMotherôô and their male leaders "Fatheré" The 

use of "Mother" for Mother Ann Lee of the Shakers, for 

Mother Mary Baker Eddy of Christian Science and for 

Mother Ellen Gould White of the Seventh-day Adventists 

clearly illustrates that some 19th-century women religious 

leaders received the titleé However, following the Irish   

immigrations, Protestants began to see the title [Father] as 

redolent of priestcraft and popery.  As early as the 1840s, a 

venerable Congregationalist pastor in Massachusetts        

suddenly rejected being called "Father" because he ñhated 

every rag of the scarlet ladyò 

In the mid 1800ôs, Protestant Churches worked very hard to         

distinguish and separate themselves from their Roman Catholic 

brothers and sisters in many ways, not the least of which was     

abandoning titles that sounded papist. 

Now, I offer you my personal thoughts and feelings on the 

matter.  I believe that the title ñMotherò best describes my             

relationship with the parish and my role within the church.  I know 

that many of you could chronologically be my mother or father. 
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While I draw this fleeting 
breath, when mine eyelids 
close in death, when I rise 
to worlds unknown and  

behold thee on thy throne, 
Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee. 

 
Hymn 685 Verse III 
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Octoberôs Calendar 
 
SUNDAY 

¶ 10:00 am Holy Eucharist  Rite II 

¶ October 13th - Vestry Meeting 

following service - Rectory Conf. 

Rm. 

 

MONDAY  

¶ 7 pm:  Baltimore Folk Music    

Society 

 

TUESDAY 

 

WEDNESDAY 

¶ October 3rd& 17th  

     Bible Study 7:00 pm -    

 Carolyn W. House. 

 

THURSDAY 

 

FRIDAY  

 

SATURDAY 

 

 

October Birthdays 
 

Oct. 8  Sue Ann Ness 

Oct. 8  Susan Owens 

Oct.10  Joe Zollickoffer 

Oct. 13           Moehesshae Johnson 

Oct. 15  Shannon Morris 

Oct. 16  Odera Odunze 

Oct. 17  Linnet Kelman 

Oct. 21  Nancy Bender 

Oct. 23  Mae Leonard 

Oct. 30             Kasheem Bailey Jr. 

 

From Father Dunning 


