
FROM THE PRIEST-IN-CHARGE 
 In April of 1988, as I was concluding negotiations with      

St. Michael and All Angels in Baltimore to be their new Rector, I 

received a mailing from Pikesville, Maryland, from St. Mark's-on-

the-Hill.   It was from the, then, Search Committee with a profile of 

the Parish and inquiring if I would be interested in pursuing their 

process for calling a new Rector there.  The timing was not right for 

that for me it seemed.  The first time I actually walked into the 

Church of St. Mark's-on-the-Hill was several years later when I had 

been serving in Baltimore and had been attending a meeting here. I 

remember sticking my head into the church proper and being       

impressed as so many are with the beauty and particularly the 

beauty of holiness I perceived in the church proper of St Mark's-on-

the-Hill.   Little did I know in all the years before and after those 

connections here that God would eventually and after all, call me to 

the work of a priest in this parish.  It seems I was bound to be here 

one way or another. 

 What an opportunity and superlative opportunity that has 

proved to be for the last close to three years.  And now, the time has 

come, as it always does in regard to everything, for both me and the 

parish to move on.  I believe the future is a very bright one for this 

wonderful parish and will follow its progress with great interest and 

great prayer. 

  This can be very much possible because St. Mark's-on-the-

Hill is a parish with a real spirituality which is genuine and 

deep.  People really believe here and seek to put that belief into ac-

tion both in their relationship with fellow members and with those 

they           encounter in the world beyond the walls of the parish 

itself.  May you continue to grow in your relationship to Christ Je-

sus, with one another and in the numbers which will enhance your 

mission to the Church, the community and the world. 

  My wife Peggy and I are thankful beyond what we can say 

for the great privilege of serving along side of you here, your many      

kindnesses to us, and the example of your faith in action. 
  
    

    The Rev. William M. Dunning 
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For everything there is a season, and 
time for every matter under heaven: a 

time to be born, and a time to die; a 

time to plant, and a time to pluck up 

what is planted: a time to kill, and a 

time to heal; a time to break down, 

and a time to build up; a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, 

and a time to dance; 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 

In this Months Voice 

 

September 2007 
of St. Markõs-on -the -Hill  

1620 REISTERSTOWN RD 

PIKESVILLE, MD 21208 

PHONE:  410-486-3016  

FAX:  410-486-3515 

E-MAIL:  

stmarksonthehill@verizon.net 

WEB: 

 www.saintmarks.ang-md.org 
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Septemberôs Calendar 
 
SUNDAY 

¶ 10:00 am Holy Eucharist  Rite II 

 BEGINNING SEPT. 9th 

¶ September 9th - Rev. Dunningôs 

Last Sunday 

¶ September 16th - Rev. Dawsonôs 

First Sunday 

 

MONDAY  

¶ 7 pm:  Baltimore Folk Music    

Society 

 

TUESDAY 

 

WEDNESDAY 

¶ September 5th & 19th  

     Bible Study 7:00 pm -    

 Carolyn W. House. 

 

THURSDAY 

 

FRIDAY  

 

SATURDAY 

 

 

September Birthdays 
 

Sept. 2  Louise Barclay 

Sept. 3  Carla Burrows 

Sept. 13 Margarita Martin 

Sept. 18 Jideobi Odunze 

Sept. 20 Pam Purdy 

Sept. 23 Helen Rea 

From the Desk of the Senior Warden: 
 

Hello everyone, 

 

 As a child in Catholic school, we spent every Wednesday 

morning with PA singing.  Our music teacher sang hymns over the PA 

system, and the students sat at their desks singing along.  It must have 

sounded quite amazing outside our school to have approximately 800 

children between 6 and 13 years of age all singing in unison.  After six 

years of this weekly singing, I permanently memorized the hymns,  

including both the words and tunes.  Still today, I catch myself         

randomly singing these hymns with some frequency.  

  The refrain of "On Eagle's Wings" always has maintained a 

special appeal for me.  The words are, "And he will raise you up, on 

eagle's wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like 

the sun, and hold you in the palm of His hand."  To me, this refrain 

meant that God enables us to experience great and amazing happiness, 

yet he protects us, too.  We are allowed, even encouraged, to celebrate, 

while God watches over us to keep us safe.  Just because things are  

going well, we should not be waiting for everything to crash around 

us.  It is okay to be joyful. 

 I feel that St. Mark's is experiencing a period of this               

joyfulness!!  There is so much excitement about the coming of the new    

Rector, the Reverend Adrien Dawson.  I can sense it by listening to the 

chatter at coffee hour or before service.  I can sense it through people's 

willingness to chip-in, help-out, or generally assist with our many    

activities.  Folks are signing up for the coffee hour potlucks, organizing 

gift giving, teaching the children new activities, joining new            

committees, and assisting the Rector in getting ready for her move. I 

can sense it by the generosity of the parishioners who have submitted 

their revised 2007 pledge form and the many checks that have          

accompanied the forms.  People are excited.  We are feeling grateful 

and   appreciative.  Yes, we will hit a few bumps in the road, but God 

has us in the palm of His hand.  We will be okay. 

 I hope that everyone will join us on September 9 to thank Bill 

and Peggy Dunning for everything that they have done for St. Mark's 

during the last three years.  And, I hope everyone will also join us in 

welcoming Adrien, Sean, and Cameron Dawson on September 16. I 

want to share with all of them this excitement and happiness that is    

St. Mark's. 

 

     Sincerely and in peace, 

     Audrey 
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FROM THE RECTOR 
 
Practice Makes Perfect Faithful 

 

This summer we went to Florida to visit my parents, who still live in the same house where I grew up.  Most 

evenings, I sat down at the piano and pulled out old dusty music books from many years of piano lessons.  

Boy was I rusty and out of practice, even the pieces I used to play in my sleep were difficult to recapture.   

Finally, I found the piece I was practicing when I quit piano lessons, Schubertôs Impromptu in E flat major.  I 

brought the music back to Baltimore so that I might practice this piece of music again.  I never learned how to 

play the whole thing, and I never will if I donôt start practicing.   

 

Our Christian faith is like playing the piano, or violin, or flute, or anything that requires practice.  It isnôt 

enough to want to make music, we have to practice making music or we will be rusty and out of tune.  It isnôt 

enough to want to be a Christian, we have to practice being one or we will be rusty and out of shape.  If we 

donôt practice being faithful, we often find that we are arrested in our faith development at the last age when 

we did some faith practicing.  We can only half play the last piece of music we learned.  Or we can only     

half-remember a few bible stories from the last Sunday school classes we attended.  

 

Faith isnôt a possession that can be kept in our pocket or stored safely on a shelf.  Faith is a dynamic relation-

ship with God that needs to grow and change in order to keep pace with our changing lives.  Faith is a       

challenging relationship with God that calls us to face our fears, risk new talents, and discover that God is still 

with us.  Faith requires that we practice being faithful with one another.  We practice our faith when we gather 

with a group of Christians to worship, pray, serve the poor, share our stories and the Gospel story, act as good 

stewards of our gifts, welcome the stranger, and much more.  These things that we do together, over time, to 

organize our lives around the message of the Gospel are called Christian Faith Practices.   

 

Everyone needs to practice and there is a good chance that you are already practicing your faith, even if you 

donôt realize it.  When we share food and conversation with one another at a meal or coffee hour we are   

practicing hospitality.  Jesus was constantly in need of hospitality, visiting people and sharing meals with 

them.  When we gather as a church community and decide what to do with our money, or our buildings, or our 

people, we are practicing stewardship.  Jesus told many parables about what to do with our gifts and how to 

share them or put them to good use.  When we join our voices together saying, ñOur Fatheréò we are       

practicing prayer.  Jesus always took time to pray and taught his disciples to pray, also.  

 

I invite you to let your faith grow and change as you recognize your faith practices.  What do you already do 

with a group of Christians that allows you to practice living out your faith?  Be aware of that practice and see 

how it might move your life closer to Christ.  If you want to learn more about Christian Faith Practices and 

maybe take on a new practice, visit www.practicingourfaith.org .  There are many wonderful resources    

available online and in books to help us all grow in our faith as we practice being Christians together.  I am 

looking forward to practicing my faith with all of you. 

 

 

         Adrien+ 

http://www.practicingourfaith.org/


Page 4 

Dear Father Dunning, 

 
 In the past three years we have gotten to know each other very well.  We 

went from the days of not knowing whose husband was whose, to being like family.  

I canôt count the times Alayna has run to the rectory shouting ñFather Dunning,    

Father Dunning, heôs here, there is his car!ò.  She would burst through the doors   

saying ñHello Father Dunningò.  I must say I rather enjoyed watching you play with       

Cameronôs feet to make him laugh.  I want to thank you for welcoming Alayna and 

Cameron during our work day and for always being an  understanding and           

compassionate person. 

It was a sad day when I had to tell Alayna that you would not be working 

with us anymore.  She is still having a hard time understanding. All she knows is that 

Church, work, and Father Dunning go hand in hand.  Know that you will surely be 

missed, not only by the children but by me as well. 

You have taught me a lot this past year and your guidance has been greatly 

appreciated.  I never knew how much you did for this church and its parishioners 

until I started to work with you.  You are so much more than a part time priest in 

charge; you are a God sent Angel who is more than generous with your time.  Being 

your secretary has allowed me to see the man that takes communion to the shut in, 

visits the sick, and gives guidance when needed. 

On a more personal note; when you came with flowers to visit me and   

Cameron in the hospital it meant so much to me.  Waking up, to flowers in the   

morning made my day much brighter.  We live in a time when the little things can be 

overlooked so easily and I want you to know I appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

Larry and I are glad that you can perform the baptism for Cameron as it will 

be a memorable day for our family.  As I said before you are like family and you are 

always welcome in our home, life, and will remain in our prayers. 

 

Yours truly in Christ, 

 

Moehesshae 

JULY JANUARY - JULY

$12,538.38 

$90,900.14 

$15,092.78 

$87,631.18 

Finance Committee Report
JULY 2007

Income

Expenses

Christian Ways to  
Reduce Stress 

Submitted by Robin Quarles-Reed 
 

An Angel says, 'Never borrow from the 

future. If you worry about what may   

happen tomorrow and it doesn't happen, 

you have worried in vain. Even if it does   

happen, you have to worry twice.' 

 

 1. Pray 

 2. Go to bed on time. 

 3. Get up on time so you can start the 

day unrushed. 

 4. Say No to projects that won't fit into 

your time schedule or that will compro-

mise your mental health. 

5. Delegate tasks to capable others. 

 6. Simplify and unclutter your life. 

 7. Less is more. (Although one is often 

not enough, two are often too many.) 

 8. Allow extra time to do things and to 

get to places. 

 9. Pace yourself. Spread out big changes 

and difficult projects over time; don't 

lump the hard things all together. 

10. Take one day at a time. 

11. Separate worries from concerns. If a 

situation is a concern, find out what God 

would have you do and let go of the anxi-

ety. If you can't do anything about a 

situation, forget it. 

12. Live within your budget; don't use 

credit cards for ordinary purchases. 

13. Have backups; an extra car key in 

your wallet, an extra house key buried in 

the garden, extra stamps, etc. 

14. K.M.S. (Keep Mouth Shut). This 

single piece of advice can prevent an 

enormous amount of trouble. 

15. Do something for the Kid in You 

every day. 

16. Carry a Bible with you to read while 

waiting in line. 

17. Write down thoughts and inspira-

tions. 

18. Every day, find time to be alone. 

19. Having problems? Talk to God on the 

spot. Try to nip small problems in the 

bud. Don't wait until it's time to go to bed 

to try and pray. 

20. Remember that the shortest bridge 

between despair and hope is often a good 

'Thank you Jesus.' 

 

GOD HAS A WAY OF TURNING 

THINGS AROUND FOR YOU. 'If God 

is for us, who can be against 

us?' (Romans 8:31) 
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 Announcements 

Concert 
 

You are invited to join the support for the Dr. Nathan M. Carter, Jr. 

Scholarship Benefit Concert on Sunday, October 21, 2007, at          

Morgan's Murphy Fine Arts Center at 4 pm.  This year's concert will 

feature a REUNION OF THE MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

CHOIR ALUMNI, directed by Dr. Eric Conway.  This will be a spirit-

lifting, toe-tapping, heart-warming experience!!!  This concert benefits 

music students' scholarships, which will be awarded on that day. 

  

Orchestra, Mezzanine and First Balcony tickets are $50.each.  Spread 

the word!  Mark your calendars!  Make plans to attend!  Let us know 

the # of tickets you want by August 22. 
  

We hope that you all will join us for this wonderful occasion of        

musical excellence!!!  

 

Contact LaFrance Muldrow 

We return to our regular Sunday 
schedule on September 9th.  

 
 
 
 

One Service at 10:00AM.  

Menõs Club Notice 

 

The Menõs Club will  

restart their monthly  

meetings on  

Tuesday, Sept. 4th  

at 7:00pm  

in the Rectory  

Conference Room.  

Choir Rehearsals Begin  

 September 9th at 9 AM  

ALL ARE WELCOME!  

Join us for a  

Special Coffee Hour on 

September 9th  

as we celebrate  

the Ministry of  

Father and Mrs. Dunning. 

We Welcome our New Rector,  

The Rev. Adrien Dawson.  

Her First Sunday Service with 

us will be September 16th.  


